The Word of God Is for the People of God
The Bible contains – 

The mind of God - for us to know 
His character/personality - for us to experience
His view of us - as his creation – loved!
His promises - to enjoy
The way of salvation  - for all who repent

The sad destiny - of unrepentant sinners
The joyful news – for all believers
The true meaning of life and fulfilment for every human being
To know God’s word is the way of knowing God himself.  The Bible does not just contain the word of God, it is the living Word of God!  (Heb 4 v 12)
Three other things we should know about God’s word (Anon) -
1.  Christ is the bible’s great subject.  
2.  Our good is the bibles grand design   
3. The glory of God is the bibles final and chief aim.

Building a Word Foundation in our Lives
God is the Source
2 Tim. 3 v 16   All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work

Mat 24 v 35 Heaven and earth (all of creation)will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

John 3 v 34   For the one whom God has sent (Jesus) speaks the words of God, for to him God gives the Spirit without limit.  (said John the Baptist)
The Word is a Creative Power
Gen 1 And God said ………….   And God saw that it was good.

Luke 7 v 8b 10When Jesus heard this, he was astonished ….. “I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.The centurion replied, “Lord …. just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 
Romans 1 v 16 I am not ashamed of the gospel (the word of God), because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes:

1 Peter 1 v 23  For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.

Be a Student of the Word
2 Tim 2 v 15  Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.

Time spent in the Word is a sound investment
Mark 4 v 23  Jesus said   If anyone has ears to hear, let him be listening and let him perceive and comprehend." 24  "Be careful what you are hearing.  The measure (of thought and study) you give (to the truth you hear) will be the measure (of virtue and knowledge) that comes back to you and more (besides) will be given to you who hear.  (AMP)
Enjoy the benefits of obedience
Luke 8 v 21 Jesus replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.”

Luke 11 v  27  As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, “Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.”  28 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”

John 14 v 23 Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.

Faith grows by the Word
Romans 10 v 17  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

John 20 v 30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

We are changed by the Word

1 Thes. 2 v 13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.

Heb 4 v 12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double–edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

The Holy Spirit is our Teacher in the Word
John 16 v 13  But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.
We may not always know the way God leads...but we know that God leads!  We do not always know the way...but we know the Guide!  Richard Halverson 

Strengthened by the Word
1 John 2 v 14b  I write to you, young men,   because you are strong,  and the word of God lives in 

you,  and you have overcome the evil one.
We find direction in the Word
Psalm 119 v 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

We enjoy the promises of God’s word
2  Cor 1 v 20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so 
through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. 

The word is of value to the World – through us!
1 Tim 4 v 15 Be diligent (meditate) in these matters (the word); give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. 16 Watch your life and doctrine closely.   Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.  (See KJV)
Conclusion

God is waiting for His Church, the Body of Christ, to make Him  known.  But it is often said that the Church waits for God to move.  He already has done so - the Bible  contains that knowledge, but we are often in ignorance of it.  It is when the Church knows, reflects and reveals the wonderful knowledge that it posses about God,  that his power and glory become known.   Powerful things happen when the church knows who and what it is and decides to act.  Our goal?  Every person at HBC - a man or woman of the Word.
